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SIR, | | ee a | > 
N your late Paper of June 22, I find (among 
many. to the ſame Effect) theſe Words. Metho- 
25 4 22 all Merit in Hatch and: Grace, apd 
< none in Good Works... This unwarrantable ſtrange 
«© Set, of a Religion founded on Madneſs and Folly, 


Loy hold, that there is no Juſtification by Good Works, 


Piri. 


s cifing either their Heads or Hands. 


% but by Faith and Grace only. They hereby baniſh 
that divine Part of our Conſtitution Reaſon, and cut 
* off the moſt eſſential Recommendation to Heaven, 


& Men Who are far gone in their mad Principles of 
4 Religion, ſuſpend the Hand of Induſtry, become in- 
4 active, and leave all to Providence, without exer- 


"IT 
he | 


« The Doctrine of Regeneration is eſſential with 


«. Political" Metbodiſts: — Who are now regenerated, 


place all Merit in Faith, and have thrown Good 
N 4 Works aſide.“ Wy „„ 


I am preſſed by thoſe to whoſe Jedement 1 great 
EE. take fowe notice of thele Aſſertions; and 


the rather, becauſe you ſometimes ſpeak, cs , y 


5 thought the Chriſtian ! nſtitution was of God. 


Now if you really think ſo, or if you deſire that 


any Man ſhould believe you do, you muſt not talk fo 


- ” 


ludicrouſly of Regeneration; for it is an E£ffentia] Doc- 


EX = zrine of Chriſtianity. And you may probably have 


heard, or even read in former Years, That it was the 


Author of this Inſtitution who ſaid, Except a Man be 


barn again, be cannot fee the Kingdom of God. + 
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Thbis he repreſents as the only poſſible Entrante into 
the Experimental Knowledge of that Religion, which 
dis not Hande (Whatever you may ſuppoſe) on elthes | 
155 Madneſs or Folly: But on the inmoſt Nature of things, 
1 the Nature of God and Man, and the immutable Re- 


lations between them. oy oY bo Er 
By this Religion, we do not bam/o Reaſon, but exalt - 
it to its utmoſt Perſection; this being in every Point 
conſiſtent therewith, and in every Step guided thereby). 
Bat you ſay, They hereby cut off the moſt 'efs - -. 
| „ ſential Recommendation to Heaven, Virtus.“  Whatg 7 
| Virtue? That of Self. murder? That of caſting theie 
db” own Infants, to be devoured by Bears or Wolves 
That of dragging at their Chariot-Wheels, thoſe 7 
whoſe only Crimes were the Love of their Parents, r 
Children, or Country? Theſe Roman Virtues our R.. 
| Hgion does cut off; it leaves no plate for them. And 
a reaſonable Deiſt will allow, That theſe are noet 
the moſt eſſential Recommendation to Heaven.“ 
But it is far friſſn cutting off any Sort, Degree, or In- 
ſtance of Gen Virtue; all which is contained in the 
Love of G d Man, producing every divine and 
amiable Temper. od FE Oo 9 
And this Love we ſuppoſe (according to the Chr: 
ſtian Scheme) to flow from a Sense of God's Love 
to us: Which Senſe and Perſuaſion of God's Love 
to Man in Chriſt Jeſus, particularly applied, we 


5 term Faith; a thing you ſeem to be wholly unace 3 
Wo} 2 with. For it is not the Faith whereof we 
*» peak, unleſs it be a Faith working by Lowe, a Faith © 
$ ealous of Good Works, careful to maintain, nay, to 


excell in them. Nor do we acknowledge him to have 
one Grain of Faith, who is not continually doing Good, 
who is not willing to ſpend and be ſpent, in doing all 
Good, as he has Opportunity, to all Men. | — Pp 
Whoever therefore they are, that throw afide good. *-- 
Works, that ſuſpend (as you prettily phraſe it). the Hand : | 
of Induſtry, become inactive, and leawe'all to Provi- 
dence, without exercifing either their Heads or Hands, 
they are no more led into this by any Doctrine --- 


* Ours, than by the Writings of Paul of Taras. 
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moſt true. No, nor in Faith neither 
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